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219 Chemung Street
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Cornning, New York

131, INTEGHRITY:

1893 map of Corning: There i35 no housc al this address.

1808 Sanborn Map: The house 13 basically rectangular the narth
and south facades are the long facades. The main (east) facads

faces Chemung Steeet, The lwe-and-a-half slory housze has mivvor
image gabled projections on the north and scouth facades. A small

onc-story porch occupies the corner between the west facade of
the east gabled projection, and Lhe west facade of the main block
of Lhe house. The south and west facades of Lhis porch are flush
with the south and west facades of the house. A one-story porch
has been added to the main (east) facude of lthe house. The south
portion of the first floor of this facade is recessed slightly.
This house is identical to 215 Chemung Slreet, located direclly
to the north of the subject property.

1913 Sanborn Map: The southwest porch has been removed.
1921-39 Sanborn Maps: No change.
ca. 1940s map: No change.

18 June 1984: A building permit was acquired to re-roof the
structure, the eaves, and install a storm door. The cost of
construction was $3200.00.

A

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:

The lot occupied by 215 Chemung Street is 41.50' x 73'. The long
sides face lhe alley north of the lot and the property known as
219 Chemung Sireet, soulh of the subject property. The house is
located in the northern third of the larger rectangular lot on
which it is located (63' x 165'). The propertly abuts the north
side of the alley, which is oriented east-west through the middle
of the block. The main facade is oriented to the east, facing
Chemung Street. The setbacks of the houses along Chemung are
similar, and vary generally because of the degree of incline of
the hill between the homes and the road. Because the lot sizes
of Lhese houscs are smaller than those on East Third and East
Fourth streets of this block, the spacing between the homes on
Chemung is tighter.

Although Lhe land upon which the house is situate is fairly
level, Chemung Strect rises steadily as one travels from north to
south, and the land is "stepped” (hilly) between each house.
There is also a steep drop from the sidewalk down to the street
level (west to east).
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17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURRGCUNDINGS {continued):

Siluated on the west side of Chemung Street, this hewme and its
neighbors are late-nineteenth or early twentieth contury homes .
The building directly to the north of the subject properly, 211
Chemung Street, is a Queen Anne-style residence; to the south of
the subject property, 219 Chemung Styeet is also a Queen Anne-
style dwelling.

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE:

©19 Chemung Street is a two-story cross-gabled Queen- Anne-style
residence. The cross—gabled subtype accounts for approximately
twenty percent of Queen Anne-style residences. This style was
popular in the United States betwezen 1880 and 1910, and in New
York State between 1885 and 1810. According to Virginia and Lee
McAlester's A Field Guide lto American Houses, principal
characteristics of Queen Anne-style residences include windows of
various shapes and sizes, brackels, spindlework {i.e., turned
porch supports, spandrels, beads) iocated in porch balustrades,
in friezes suspended from porches, and in gables, classical
columns, clipped corners ("cutaway bays"), half-timbering, and
patterned masonry. The Queen Anne-style is often asymmetrical in
plan, to avoid plain flat walls. Towers, overhangs, bays,
wraparound porches and wall projections are commeh.

The front (east) facade of 2193 Chemung Street consists of a
front-facing gable, a small second story porch, a first-story
porch, and two clipped corners (cultaway bays). There i3 & triple
one-over—-one light window in the gable, and the gable has pent
returns. The second-story porch occupies the southeast corner;
there is a single, turned porch support at the southeast corner
of the porch. There 1is also a horizontal section cut out of the
siding to allow rain water to escape from the porch. The cciling
of the first-story porch 1s the floor of the second-story porch.
1t is supported by a bracket at the southeast corner of the
house. A cast iron railing is located along the east side of the
porch. The roof of Lhis house is asphalt shingles; the siding is
asbestos. The foundation is stone. There are no outbulldings.

920. HNISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE :

One aspect of the importunce of 219 Chemung Street is its
location in the Southside neighborhood of Corning, New York.

This area documents lhe growth of the city from its beginning
through the twentieth century. Its initial existence is due to
speculation and the transportation industry. The city grew under
the auspices of Corning Inc., a large glass manufacturer which



CONTINUATION SHEET, Page 3
219 Chemung Streetl
Corning, New York

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE (conltinued):

employed many Corning residents. Many styles of ninsteenth and
garly twenlicth century homes are in cvidence in the Southside
nelghborhood. These include Greck Revival, Ttalianate, Second
Empire, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Neo Classical, Tudor,
Craftsman, Stick, Spanish Mission, and Shingle. Also, notable
architects such as Pierce and Dockslader, Pilerce and Bickford,
and Henry G. Tuthill designed homes In the area. Local builders
such as the Corning Building Company and H.0. Dorman also
constructed homes in the Southside neighborhood.

ermans, City Enginceor,
indicates that the land new occupied by 216 Chemung Street did
not have a house on it at thal time. The owner of the property
in 1892 was Jemima E. Hood, wife of Cyrus S. Hood. She bought
the north half (63" x 82.5') of Lot 16 from Jessie Githler in May
1881 for $800.00. (Both 215 and 21S Chemung Street were later
built on this parcel of land.) Githler still owned the southern
half (63' x 82.5') of Lot 16, where her home, 223 Chemung Strect,
i3 still located. C. S. Hood was the president of C. S. lood and
Company. Established in 1886, the firm manufactured wrought
steel furnaces and sold them as far away as Ohio, Michigan, lowa,
and Minnesota. In 1891, their business occcuplied two full city
blocks of space, at Third and Steuben streets. Also, C.S. Hood &
Co. controlled many patlerns and patents.

An 18983 map of Corning by Harvy C. He
b

The south quarter (41" x 63') of the Hoods' property was sold Lo
Charles I'. Bowyer, a train dispatcher for the New York Central
Railrvoad, in March 1903 for $400.00. 219 Chomung Strecl is
presently located on this parcel. [Catherine and Peter Maxner,
Jr. bought the north quarter (41.5"' x 63)' of the original 82.5%'
x 62' parcel of land from Jemima Hood in February 1903, upon
which 215 Chemung Streelt is located.]l The houses at 215 and 219
Chemung Street were built while the Hoods owned the land,
sometime belween 1893 and 1903. The houses are identical in
size, shape and sctback from the road on the 1908 Sanborn Map.

Bowyer conveyed 219 Chemung Streel to Esther May Bowyer in
December 1914. Esther Bowyer sold the property to Charles R. and
Lillian M. VanDeventer in September 1919. Charles VanDeventer
was a dispatcher for the New York Central Railroad. VanDeventer
began accommodating renters in approximately 1941; the family
continued to live in the house, as well. The property was sold
in 1953.
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