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g. BUILDING
MATERIAL

9. STRUCTURAL
SYSTEM:

10. CONDITION:

11. INTEGRITY:

12. PHOTO:

a. clapboard[X]b. stone [ )¢ brick T T4 board & batten [ ]
o, cobblestone [ 1. shingles { 1 g stucco [ ] other:

a. wood frame with interlocking joints [ ]
b. wood frame with light members [ X ]

¢. masonry load bearing walls (!
d. metal (cxplain)
e. other

a.excellent[ ] b.good[ 1 c.fair[ 1d. deteriorated [ X ]

a. (?n'gina'l site [ X ] b.moved [ ] if so, when?
c. list major alterations and dates (if known):

13. MAP:



14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a.nonc known|[ ] b.zoning[ ] c.roads[ ]
d. developers [ X ] e. deterioration [ ]
f. other:

15. RELATED OUT BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: a.barn [ ] b. carriage house [ ] c. garage [ 1]
d.privy[ ] e.shed[ ] f. greenhouse [ ]
g.shop[ ] h.gardens [ ]
i. landscape features
j. other:

16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING (CHECK MORE THAN ONE IF NECESSARY)
a.openland[ ]b.woodland [ ]
c. scattered buildings [ -]
d. densely built-up [ ] e. commercial [ X ]
f. industrial [ ] g. residential [ X ]
h. other:__Public park

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDINGS AND SURROUNDINGS:
(Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)

See Continuation Sheet

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE:
(Including interior features if known):

See Continuation Sheet

SIGNIFICANCE
19. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: ca. 1910

ARCHITECT:
BUILDER:
20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:
See Continuation Sheet
21. SOURCES:
See Continuation Sheet

22. THEME:



Continuation Sheet, page 1
27-29 West First Street
Corning, New York

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:

The building sits on the north side of West First Street, between Pine Street and Walnut Street. The
shallow setback is consistent with the neighboring structures. The eastward spacing is narrow, which
is consistent with the other houses, while to the west is a large parking lot. The rear of the lot is
unimproved.

18. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING AND SITE:

The house represents the late Queen Anne Style, characterized by classical details. The Queen Anne
Style was popular nationwide from 1880 to 1910, and from 1880 to 1905 in New York. Classical
cloments were integrated into the Queen Anne Style as it gave way to the Colonial Revival Style. The
playful cross-gabled form, classical porch columns and use of multiple siding textures are all typical
elements of the late period of the Queen Anne.

The house plan is symmetrical, with a core form following the steeply pitched hipped roof and cross
gables on the south, east and west forming projecting bays. There is also a hipped dormer centered
between the cross gables. All of the roof forms are covered with wood shingles. The two projecting
bays on the street facade (south) create a centered reentrant bay which is used for two entry doors. An
entry porch, supported by hollow wood Doric columns, fills this reentrant angle. The bays are
chamfered on the first story, with decorative brackets "supporting" the second story. The fenestration
is typically symmetrical, with one-over-one double hung sash windows. At the rear of the house, the
ground level drops, creating an exposed basement level. At the first story level there is a wood
balcony with a door to each half of the house. The entire house is covered with narrow wood
clapboard.

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE:

In 1905 the lot and improvements were sold to Albin Gerber by Mrs Delphine Cahoon Hurlbert. From
1905 until 1910 the property appears to have been run as a boarding house. The city directories of that
period list up to four unrelated tenants of the house. Then in 1909-1910 the address is listed as vacant.
By 1911, Frederick Gerber, Albin's son, begins listing 29 West First Street as his residence, with
Tobias Gottlieb as the resident of 27 West First Street. It appears that the Gerber family undertook to

demolish the previous structures and ercct a duplex; one half for family residence, the other as a



Continuation Sheet, Page 2
27-29 West First Street
Coming, New York

20. HISTORICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE, cont'd
rental. When Albin Gerber died in 1917, the house was sold at public auction for $1,805.00 in order
to settle Mr. Gerber's debts. Albin Gerber's son Fred bought the house, and later sold it to his wife,

Bula Gerber, in 1924.
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